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later chapters are taken up with an account of the decline of the 
communal rule. The book has a good summary at the end of each 

chapter and is well indexed. 

C. M. Geer. 
Hartford Theological Seminary, 
Hartford, Conn. 



Die Neubesetzung der deutschen BistOmer unter Papst 
Innocenz IV., 1243-1254. Von P. Aldinger. Leipzig: 
Teubner, 1900. Pp. iv + 196. M. 6. 

The conflict between the papacy and the emperor Frederick II., 
inaugurated early in the reign of the latter and resulting from the 
determination of his guardian, Pope Innocent III., to exercise abso- 
lute control in civil as well as ecclesiastical matters, was somewhat 
assuaged during the pontificates of Honorius III. and Gregory IX.; 
but under Innocent IV., who possessed many of the qualities of his 
illustrious namesake, was reawakened and raised to its pristine inten- 
sity. The popes insisted that the choice of bishops and archbishops 
should be absolutely free from imperial interference and claimed the 
right to adjudicate on every election. Under the successors of Inno- 
cent III., Frederick had been able to keep on good terms with most 
of the German prelates without bringing them into antagonism to the 
papal authority. Under the latter the conflict broke out afresh in 
1239 ; but the aged pope was not in a position effectively to withstand 
the interference of the emperor in episcopal elections or to coerce 
insubordinate prelates. In 1241 the archbishops of Cologne and 
Mainz entered into an offensive and defensive alliance and gave their 
support to the political opponents of the Hohenstaufen. The death 
of Gregory IX., and the papal interregnum of nearly two years, 
caused by dissension in the college of cardinals, prevented the papacy 
from utilizing fully the opportunity that had come for the realization 
of its aims. Innocent IV. gave an opportunity to Frederick to make 
peace on terms involving a recognition of traditional papal claims ; 
but Greek had met Greek, and it was war to the knife. The author 
divides the reign of Innocent IV., as regards his attitude toward the 
German episcopate and the emperor, into two periods : the first, in 
which the ordinary means of papal warfare were employed and 
extending to the year 1246; and the second, in which extraordinary 
measures were employed, extending to the close of his career. Fred- 
erick had grown great through the co-operation of the bishops and 
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had bestowed such favors on the episcopal cities as to attach them 
somewhat firmly to his cause. The alienation of the bishops, largely- 
through papal interference, weakened his hands and precipitated the 
downfall of his dynasty. 

Under the two periods mentioned the author has given in detail 
the papal transactions in relation to the individual bishoprics, and has 
brought to light many interesting facts illustrating ordinary and extraor- 
dinary methods of procedure in the efforts of the papacy to control 
the German bishoprics. No pope ever understood better how to 
reward obedience and subserviency or to punish disobedience and 
insubordination. Having once gained the upper hand in the struggle 
with the Hohenstaufen, he utilized his advantages to the utmost and 
became a chief means of the overthrow of the house and the inaugura- 
tion of a new political era. Aldinger's work seems to have been done 
with the usual German thoroughness and exhaustiveness. 

Albert Henry Newman. 
Baylor University, 
Waco, Tex. 

Geschichte der Reformation des Klosters und Stiftlandes 
Waldsassen, bis zum Tode des Kurfursten Ludwig VI. 
(1583). Nach archivalischen Akten und Urkunden bear- 
beitet. Von Georg Brunner. Mit 1 5 Beilagen und 1 Karte 
des Stiftlandes. Erlangen : Junge, 1901. Pp. viii -f- 214. 
M. 2.60. 

Dr. Brunner limits himself to a small territory, because the Lutheran 
reformation there is typical of the movement everywhere. He limits 
himself to a brief period of time because, after 1583, the terminus of his 
story, Calvinism came in. The territory is about seventy-five square 
miles in extent. It lies between the border-lines of Bavaria, Bohemia, 
and Saxony, where they draw together most nearly. It is so beautiful 
that Goethe praises it in his Italian Journey. Here, from an early 
period — how early no one knows — one of the richest of the imperial 
abbeys flourished and ruled until the Lutheran reformation. Dr. 
Brunner first examines the religious and moral condition of the abbey 
and its territory before its reformation. He then narrates the events 
attending the reformation itself. In his third chapter he considers 
the influence of its reformation on its ecclesiastical, moral, spiritual, 
and social condition. His purpose in the entire discussion is to show 
that it was greatly improved by the reformation, against certain Roman 



